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                           ransporting Bakken crude on our network is one of several 

growth opportunities at BNSF. From the time the crude is pumped to the 

time it goes into the pipeline, this valued commodity needs to quickly 

make its way into the nation’s oil supply, serving as an important domestic 

source for a product that helps fuel our economy. In recent months, BNSF 

has developed and increased volumes in emerging oil, gas, coal and wind 

energy sectors. (See related stories.)
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Wind business 
                picking up

As wind power evolves in response to Department of 

Energy (DOE) mandates for electricity generation by 

2030, BNSF’s energy portfolio is picking up as well.   
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Consider these stats:
  In 2010, coal provided 45 percent of U.S. 

electrical generation, topping natural gas, 

nuclear power, hydro-electric generation 

and all other renewable energy.

  Most of the coal used to keep power 

plants humming came from the Pow-

der River Basin, the largest reserve of 

low-cost hydrocarbons in the country, 

and a key player for BNSF. (More than 

90 percent of the coal BNSF hauls 

originates from the PRB.)

  While electrical generation from 

coal dipped slightly since 2006, PRB 

production has held its ground and 

even ticked upward last year. The PRB 

accounted for 468 million short tons of 

production, up 1 percent to 43 percent 

of the nation’s total coal production.

  BNSF, which has maintained a strong 

PRB presence since the 1970s, had 

the lion’s share of coal tonnage from 

the region at 60 percent in 2010. More 

than 272.2 million tons – or nearly 51 

BNSF trains per day – originated from 

mines in southwest Montana and 

northeast Wyoming.

Despite a slowing economy and chal-

lenges that include legislative pressures, 

PRB coal has long-term importance with 

its cleaner, low-sulfur content and esti-

mated reserves of more than 200 years.

“Coal is important to our energy mix,” 

says George Duggan, vice president, Coal 

Marketing. “The reserves are large, with 

low and stable mining costs. Therefore, 

coal will continue to be important to both 

the U.S. electricity grid and BNSF for 

some time to come.”

Recent demand for PRB exports is 

creating new opportunities, as well as 

continued expansion of PRB use to the 

eastern United States, replacing Central 

Appalachian coal, Duggan says.

Last year, 6.4 million PRB tons were 

sent via BNSF to the Pacific Rim, com-

pared with 1.3 million tons in 2008.

Such growth positions coal to remain 

a valuable piece of BNSF’s business.

“Even with growing use of natural 

gas, nuclear, hydro and the renewables, 

coal will fuel a large portion of electricity 

generation,” Duggan adds. “Coal is im-

portant and will continue to be important 

to BNSF and to the U.S. economy.”

C O A L  S T I L L  K I N G
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As efforts persist to find alternative forms of electrical  

generation, coal, a longtime friend of the rail industry, 

keeps burning bright.


